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REPORT OF THE ERUPTION OF KATMAI 
VOLCANO* 

Thursday, June 6th, was a clear frosty morning in Seldovia. 
Until about 3 p.m. the sky was cloudless and the air clear, the moun- 
tains across the Inlet showing plainly. There was no steam visible 
from Iliamna or Redoubt Mts. 

During the forenoon, low deep reports as of distant blasting were 
heard and some people even then believed them to be volcanic. As 
the day passed the reports came oftener and louder, and next morn- 
ing, Friday, June 7th, there was a slight fall of volcanic ash. The 
sky was overcast with peculiarly colored clouds and the explosions 
continued all day. 

The morning of Saturday, June 8th, was much darker than usual, 
with a light S.W. breeze. At 6:10 a.m. the sky except near the 
northern horizon was overcast with one dull-colored cloud, under 
which were a few masses of mountain fog, tinted to a sickly yellow 
by the yellow light. The darkness increased and at 7:10 a.m. a fine 
dust began falling. Lights were necessary in the Yukon wardroom 
for two hours. The ash-fall gradually slackened and was over by 
10 a.m. when about half an inch had fallen. The fine grit sifted 
everywhere like hard frozen snow and was hard on eyes and throat. 

About 6 p.m. the S.S. Dora came into port with nearly a foot of 
coarser, darker dust on her decks. The Dora reported that when in 
Shelikof Strait they had seen a dense cloud rising from Katmai Vol- 
cano ;f the cloud gained slowly all through Kupreanof Strait and 
overtook the ship when approaching Kodiak. Unable to make the 

♦This report by Mr. I. M. Dailey, Assistant, Coast and Geodetic Survey, is printed in the 
Bulletin by courtesy of the Survey. It is dated at Port Graham, Alaska, June 20, iqi2, and describes 
what Mr. Dailey observed during the eruption of the Katmai Volcano. Port Graham is about 140 
statute miles in a northeasterly direction from Katmai Volcano and Seldovia is about fifteen miles 
further in the same direction. The two photographs show the depth of ash falling on Kodiak Island 
during the eruption. 

t Katmai Volcano is about 60 statute miles, across Shelikof Strait, from the nearest point in 
Kodiak Island, and 140 miles from the town of Kodiak. 
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harbor, the Dora stood out to sea for fifteen hours of dust and dark- 
ness before coming to natural light. 

During the evening the western sky was partly clear with long 
trails of rust-colored ashes or smoke stretching across toward the 
north from the dense southern sky. As the sun neared the horizon 
the trails changed to a dark red color which I had never seen in sun- 
set sky before. 

About 3 a.m. on Sunday, the 9th, a thick cloud slowly shut down 




Fig. i — Katmai and neighboring parts of Alaska, 



from the south, and until after 5 a.m. there was inky darkness with 
a fall of ashes which, in lessening quantities, continued until nearly 
noon, when about three-quarters of an inch had fallen. All day 
Sunday was overcast and foggy, the air and land looking like a quiet, 
snowy day in the States. The explosions continued at irregular 
intervals all Sunday and Monday, but we did not hear any on Tues- 
day. There was no ordinary thunder at Seldovia, and no lightning, 
though boats on the Inlet on Friday night reported lightning rising 
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from the water in the direction of the Barren Islands and natives 
from a fishing camp near Homer brought word that Mt. Douglas 
was throwing .fire. The Seldovia dust was fine and light, and days 
after its fall the hill breezes carried it upward from the spruce, giving 
the impression of a forest fire. 

Word was brought to Seldovia that Kodiak needed help and the 
Yukon arrived there on Sunday, June 16th. The town that was so 
fresh and green last Spring looked gray and desolate. The level 
gardens and potato patches were covered about eighteen inches deep. 
It was probably much deeper when it first fell, and judging from the 
trodden paths, will finally settle down to six or eight inches. In 
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Fig. 2 — After two weeks settling and packing by hard rains, the volcanic ash measured 
io}£ inches deep. Note three strata. 



narrow valleys and at the foot of hills the dust was several feet 
deep. There had been light rain and the trees were weighted with 
white mud which looked like snow. 

The people had shoveled paths from their doors and some of the 
more energetic had cleared their little gardens. Many cattle had 
been butchered to save them from starving, but green grass is appear- 
ing on the steeper hillsides and the cattle that were spared will be 
able to pick up a living. Wild land creatures are hungry; ravens 
were chasing parkie squirrels and even trying to kill young lambs. 
The lower strata or first fall was sand ; and above this were the pink 
and white dusts as at Seldovia. 



6U 



Report of the Eruption of Katmai Volcano 



Kodiak people report sixty hours of darkness, with earthquakes, 
thunder, lightning and suffocating dust. Those who ventured out of 
doors wrapped wet towels about their heads. Most of the popula- 
tion took refuge aboard the revenue cutter Manning, whose officers 
report that in spite of four lines of hose playing and as many men 
as there was room for shoveling, they were barely able to keep the 
ashes from accumulating on deck. Owing to the location of the 
Kodiak wharf and wharf houses, vessels there got more than the fall 
in the open. The ashes at Seldovia and at Kodiak fell in a calm, but 
at Black Cape, where the Yukon anchored on account of rough 
weather, they had been driven with some force against the tree 
trunks and had adhered, making a sharp angle on the windward side. 




Fig. 3 — Trees in front of the Mission covered with volcanic ash. 

At Kodiak the lightning was described as moving slowly across 
the sky from the northward, like masses of fire dimly seen through 
the dust. The wireless telegraph house at the Wood Island station 
was burned. The rancher at Onion Bay reported lightning of similar 
character. 

Westward of Shyuak Strait there were belts and patches of white 
water, caused by floating particles of pumice. Fishermen agree in 
saying that the salmon run in Shelikof Strait has practically stopped 
and the natives whose living almost depends on the salmon are 
wondering if they will come again when the water clears. 

I. M. Dailey, 

Assistant, Coast and Geodetic Survey. 



